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the non-violence that goes so far and no further scarcely
deserves the name ahimsa. You may, if you like, call
it unarmed resistance. So far as it is a device for embar-
rassing the Government it is a species of himsa. To quell
riots non-violently, there must be true ahimsa in one's
heart, an ahimsa that takes even the erring hooligan in
its warm embrace. Such an attitude can be cultivated,
It can only come as a prolonged and patient effort which
must be made during peaceful times. The would-be mem-
ber of a peace brigade should come into close touch and
cultivate acquaintance with the so-called goonda element
in his vicinity. He should know all and be known to all.
. and win the hearts of all by his living and selfless service,
No section should be regarded as too contemptible or
mean to mix with. Goondas do not drop from the sky,
nor do they spring from the earth like evil spirits. They
are the product of social disorganization, and society is
therefore responsible for their existence. In other words^
they should be looked upon as a symptom of corruption
in our body politic. To remove the disease we must first,
discover the underlying cause. To find the remedy will:
then be a comparatively easy task.
Harijan, 15-9-'40

The sword of the satyagrahi is love and the unshak-
able firmness that comes from it. He will regard as bro-
thers the hundreds of goondas that confront him and in-
stead of trying to kill them he will choose to die at their
hands and thereby live.
This is straight and simple. But how can a solitary
satyagrahi succeed in the midst of a huge population?
Hundreds of hooligans were let loose on the city of Bom^
bay for arson and loot. A solitary satyagrahi will be like
a drop in the ocean. Thus argues the correspondent.